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Au os Chap. 7. ver. 10, 12, 13. 

Then Amaziah the Prieſt of Bethel, ſent to Jerobo- 
| am Ming of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpired 
deaink f thee in the 22 of the Houſe of Iſrael: 
The Land is not able to bear all his Words — Alſ6 
Amaziah ſaid unte Amos, O thou Seer, go flee thee 
away into the land of Jadah, and there eat Bread, 
and Prophecy there. — But Pro phefie nor again 


any more at Bethel, for it is he King's "_ 
and it is ebe 2 
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(2) Y 
Revelations, Chap. III. Ver. 2, 3. 
I. Be watchful, and ſtrengt ben the things which re» 


main, that are ready to dye : for I have not found 
thy Works perfect before God. 

III. Remember therefore how thou haſt received, and 
heard, and hold foſt, and repent. 


HESE Words are part of an Epiſtle dictated 
| by the Spirit of God to the Church of Sed, of 
Which we know little more, than what we find 
Recorded here; That it was one of thoſe Planted by the 
Apoſtles, which had a great Name amongſt other 
Churches; yet had fo fallen from the Life, Energy, 
and Spirit of Chriſtianity, that in the Eyes of the Al- 
mighty, it ſeem'd rather to be dead ro every good 
work, than alive to any true Chriſtian purpoſe... _ 
It ſeems to have loſt, not only the Power, but the ve- 
ry Form of Godlineſs ,, and its very Angels, Watchmen, 
or Bithops to be funk into ſuch a Liſtleſneſs, Stupidity, 
or Lethargy, as to need a Voice from Heaven, to rouze 
them, to-put them upon their Watch, to call upon 
them, to ſtrive with Care and Diligence, to preſerve 
what yet remained amongit them of the Sacred Depo- 
ſitum of Chriſtianity; which in all likelihood, with- 
out a more than ordinary care and watchfulneſs, would 
foon follow the reſt. | | 
The Works of the Church in general, were far from 
being perfect before God; the Worth and Value of their 
Holy Religion; the Remembrance of God's Mercies to 
them in ſeveral Inſtances, were forgotten, and loſt a- 
mongſt them; their zeal and concern for Chriſtianity 
were fal en below Lukewarmneſs. What little poor 
pittance of Religion was left amongſt them, was ſo — 


and indifferent to them, that God in his Mercy, calls to 
them to hold that little Remnant faſt, as a means to re- 
rrieve and recover the reſt by, and invites and excites 
them in general to repent of, and reform from their 


* 


nenen 


9 


we 


Fe (dd TIT QA — (0 


mm 
Stupidity and Apoſtacy, their Coolneſs and Indiffcren3 
„their Carclefſneis, and Negiivencr, by aſſuring 
m. that if they do not, he will come upon them as 
a Tier? and that they thail not know what Hour he 
wil come upon them; at the ſame time Comforting the 
few Members of that Church, who had not defiled their 
Garmeuts, wich an Aſſurance, that they ſhall walk 
Wieh him in Vhite; tor they are worthy He that 
overchneth, the fame ſhall be ( lothed in White Rai- 
ment, ſuch ſhall not have their Names blotted out of 
the Buok of Lite, hut the ir Names ſhall be confeſſed by 
the Holv Jeſue, bef te his Father and his Angels. 
He that harh an Ear let him hear what the Spirit faith 
unto the Chutc ics. 3 . 
De waicl'nl, and ſtrengt ben the things which remain, 
thet are ready io die; for I hav? not found thy work; pe- 40. 
b:fore God. {0 5 
R member therefore bow then haft received, and heard; 
bald faſt, and Repent. © DH 26 
From this account ot the Church of Sarde, he that 
runs may read, and obſerve in how many particulars, 
we agrer with them in Circum tances; and he that con- 
lers them ever ſo littie, mut readily acknow edge, 
chat. ſince God's Methods with Cateiefs, Ungraretul, 
Diff lute, Backfliding Churc hes and Nations, are ſtill 
he fame (for our God is the ſam. peffterday, to Day, and 
for ever,) If we Covy after the Sins of orher Churches 
and Nations, we muſt expect the fame J:dgrenrs and 
Puniſk ments from the Divine ſuſt ice, which the Scrip- 
ures threatned, and after wat ds tel} ou them, unlefs we 
ufer the Divine Goodnets and Mercy bv the Calls of 
he Holy Spirit,. by the Voices ot the Scriptures, and 
he Miniſters of the Goſpei. to perſuade us to a ſpeedy 
Repentance, and Amendment. _ 
Ichall theretore from the State of the Church of Sar- 
and the Warning and Ex hortation to ĩt in my 1 exty 
and our on Melancholy, and much to be lamented 
greement with it in many particulars, take occaſion; 
1 Firſt, 


Fit, to ſhew what Qualifications are neceſſary to 
make a Wot k be found perfect before God; and here that 
many ſpecious Actions wanting, ſome one or more of 


theſe Qualifications, are not found perfect before God. 
Secondly, I ſhall go farther, and point out to you ſome 
$ and ſcandalous Errors, wherein out works are ſo 
far from being found perfect befor. God, that they are 
ſo highly and generally impious and provoking, as to 
make it — Mens Duty — _ — „V — 
upon another, to be watcbſu engt ben the t 
which remain, ond ore ready to dre ; to remember bow we 
have received and beard, and hold faſt and repent, eſpecial 
at this ſolemn time of Faſting and Humiliation, whic 
our Church has ſer apart for imploring Almighty God, 
to create and make in us ne and contrite Hearts; that 
we worthily lamenting our Sins, and acknowledyin 
NN ee. 
ercy, per emiſſion orgivenels, t 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Firſt then, Iam to ſhew what Qualifications are ne- 
dceſſary to make a work perfect betore God, and here 
that many ſpecious Actions, wanting ſome one or more 
oftheſe Qualifications, are not found before God. 
By perfect here, I don't mean void of all Imperſecti- 
on or Defe&: No; to expect ſuch a perfection in out 
works in this world, would be too look for Heaven u 
on Earth, to make that the ſtate of this life, which God 
has deſign'd to be the Glory and Comfort of another. 
But by Perfection. I mean a Goſpel Sincerity in all 
our Actions. 
Now to make our works perfect before God, even 
in this Senſe. 
They muſt be Firf good in themſelves. 
| Second, flowing from good Principles; and, 
Thirdly, directed to good Purpoſes. 2 
The want of any one, or more of theſe Qualificati- 


ons, makes any work be look d upon as imperte& before 


z and juſtly deprives a Man of any hope of Reward 
for it, or of having it accepted of by the holy one of 
Ifrael. | And 
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And indeed I am afraid, if we bring many of our moſt ſpe- 
cious Actions to this Teſt, that we ſhall find them not only 
imperfe& before God, but Men too. 

The Mighty Zeal, that ſome Men pretend for 
in 1, or for the Reform'd Religion in particular, will 
22 often but Angling ſor Praiſe, or 
or Ad vantage; ſetting up for Leading Men, for the Heads 
of Parties, ſtrengthning themſelves with a number of Zealots, 
and fo rendring themſelves conſiderable enough to be courted 
by the Men in Power; or, in A Godly enough 
not to be ſuſpected of any treacher2us Defigns or Dealings in 
their Intercourſe with the reſt of Mankind. When the Ends 
are thus ſelfiſh, knaviſh, and trickiſh, there needs no reaſon- 
ing to prove the Actions perform'd for theſe Ends, however 

j m themſelves, very far from being found perfect be- 
God; but rather expoſing the Hypocrite to the Scorn 
and contempt of Men, whenever he i diſcover d; and to 
the juſt Indignation of the Almighty, to whole Eye he al- 
ways ſtands naked, and unmask d. 

Again, a great many Actions, flowing from the Dictates 
of an erroneous Conſcience, tho perform d with the warmeſt 
_ and heartieſt Sincerity, will be found not perfect be- 

God. 

Such were the Perſecutions of the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians, foretold by our Bleſſed Saviour, who aſſur'd them, 
the Time would come, when Men, ſhould reckon they did God 
good Service in evil treating, aud putting them to Death. 

St. Paul thought bimſelf bound in Conſcience to do many 
things againſt the Name of Feſws of Nazareth, perſecuting ba 
Diſciples, even to ſFrange Cities, ſeeking for, and obtaining 
Power to ſeize upon, and bring to Puniſhment all of that Way. 

But we find, he did not think the Error in his Judgment 
juſtified the Practice; bur proclaims, and has left himſelf on 
Record in his Epiſtle to Timothy, a Blaſphemer, and the great- 
ef of Sinners, for what he once did in Obedience to the Di- 
Ctates of his ence. ET 
Thus a Man ina miſtaken Zeal, may think himſelf oblig'd 
to make a Separation in 29 3 but the W 


(Ss) 
will be nevertheleſs fiaful, tho he does act according to his 
Judg nent | | 
| le 18 ar Unhappineſ, and verv ofcen 2 Puniſhment upon 
us for other dns, when God tuticrs us to be diſtracted be- 
tween our Rea), and Mittiken Duty. | 
For as It 15 tic, that nothing which we think a Sin can be 
pertorm'd by us with a good Cuniciennce, or without Otience 
againſt God; becaule fuch an Action 1s 4 direct Diſrcgard in 
the Will to, and Breach upon the Authority of God ;, lo, no 
Wicked or Sinful Action loſes its Nature, or becomes a Vir» 
tue, or Innocent, by our thinking uv fo. 
2. Our Duty lies fo near our Sight; The Nature of Moral 
Acctiocs, is fo very obv10n3z; the Laws and Will of GoJ we 
ſo clearly revealed; the Helps and Ailiftances to the diſcern- 
ing, and underſtanding them, ſo many; the Grace of God 
is ſo near and forward to Aſſiſt us; his Goodneſs ro guide, 
and lead us into every good Wark, it we fincerely apply 
our ſeſves to him from his Holy Spirit in Prayer; that no- 
thing bur Prejudice, or Paſſion, or Intereſt, or L:zinefs, or 
Indifference, or a Spiritual Blindneſs contrafted, and deme- 
_ rited from Heaven by indulging of our Luſts, can bring a 
Man into the Miſerable Dilemma, of acting ei her againſt 
his Conſcience, cr his Duty, : 
Again, we may be ſure We muſt not do evil tbat good m 
come of it, We muſt not rob Houſes to build Churches; much 
leſs rob Churches to raife F zmilies, and make Efturcs. We 
muſt not, out of an irregular Zvi for Religion, or a Concern 
for itz Preſervation, rus into Rebellion: We mult nat, like 
the Pheri/ces, by cur Tra ditiuns, maler ord of God of none 
Effect; wo amoagſt other Practices ot this fort, taught Nen 
that Conſecrati g ib eir Subſt ance tv 14e Service of the Temple, 
diſpen d W3th the Obligation; of the F f:b Commanament. 
It is Cor ham, or a gift, Whereby thou mayeſt be profited by 

me, Wis not allow'd a good Plea by our Ble ſſed Saviour, for 
the Feu. Neglecting che Support, and Comiort of the i Ne- 


ceſſitous Parents. The Offering in it (elf was good, but the 
Inference from it, and the Reaſon for making it, were equal- 
y abominable, SEE 
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Having thus obſerved and noticed to you, very great Bu- 
cron: in ſome of thoſe Actions Men are apt to value them- 
ſelves upon, and laid down three Qualihcations which every 
Work ought to have to make it acceptable to, and perfel# be- 
fore God: Namely, 3 | 

Firſt, That it be gaod in it ſelf. 33 

Secondly, Th it flow from a good Principle; And 

Thirdly, Thar it be directed to a good Purpoſe: I proceed. 

Secondly, To point out to you ſome groſs and ſcandalows 
Inſtarces, wherein our Works are ſo far from being found 
perf d b fore Gd; that they are ſo highly, and generally 
impious and provoking, as to mak? it all Mens Duty and 
Inrereſt to call loudly one upon another, To be watchful, and 
ſtrengthen the things which remain, and are ready to die 
amo gf ms. | 

And here it is not my latent or Purpoſe to enumerate and 
expoſe the ſeveral cry ing Sins of the Nation, viſible enough, 
God knows, to the m ſt unobſerving Eye; but to point 
out thoſe Sources, and Fountains of Irreligion and Leu dneſe, 
from whence the leſſer Streams flow, that have almoſt 
aver-fpread the Face of the Land; thoſe Abyſſes of Impierv, 
which have been of late broke up, and cauſed ſuch a Deluge 
ot Wicke dueſs, that even the Ark of God's Church, and the 
few good People in't, are in danger from the Inundation. 

And the {i-it I ſhall mention, which in its Conſequences 
will take in moſt of the reſt, is the moſt unaccountable Li- 
berty that has been of late taken, net only in Converſation, 
but in Books publickly printed and fold about our Streets, 
in ſpite of our Biſhops and Judges, thruſt upon Us, and our 
People at Church-Doors, to ſtrike at the very Fundamentale, 
and weaken the main Spring of Religion in general, and to 
corrupt or looſen the Principles of Chriſtianity in partieulur; 
vix. in ſome we have the Immortality of the Soul attempted 
to ve diſproved; in others, the Myſteries of our Holy Reli- 
gion attac d; in ſome, the Inſufficiency and Defe&s of rhe 
Canon of the Scripture, maliciouſly and wickedly, tho? weakly 
expos'd; and in all the Books writ by the Gentlemen on rnat 


ade the Queſtion, tbe Ordinances and Orders of our God, bu 
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Church and Priefts buffoor'd, ridicuÞd, and with all the 
Arr, and Induſtry, all the Application and joint Endeavourt 
of Atheiſtical, Lewd, Prophane Wits render'd, as much as 
in them lies, not only lutle and contemprible, but defiru- 
five to dear LIBERTY and PROPERTY, 
The Diand's of theſe EPHESIANS; thoſe Popular 
Goddeſſes, whoſe pretended Vindication, has fo often fur- 
n.\h'd the Crafremen of FACTION, SCHISM, and 
REBELLION, with Power to raiſe and inſpirit the un- 
thinking Populace agaiaſt God's true Religion, its Orthodox 
faith ul Miniſters, and their lawful Governours ; an OLD 
GAME too often play'd; and it is well it People have 
been yet deep enough bit by it, to diſcourage all other At- 
tempts of that Nature for the future. | 
I muſt confeſs, ſome People are fo openly zealous in ma- 
king Proſelytes from Chriſtianity to their No- religion; and 
from Loyalty to the Right of Government in the Peecple ; 
from Monarchy to Anarchy, by depriving of, or denying 
our Sovereign's Divine Right to our conſcientious Subjecti- 
on, that it is not hard to forcſee what they drive at. One 
would imagine, by their Prafticer, they ſet up for the Apo- 
ſtles of the Devil, Emiſſaries of the Arch-Rebel, and Apo- 
ſtate Lucifer; but from their Principles, which diſallow all 
Rewerds and Puniſhments hereafter, we have reaſon to think, 
they believe themſelves ſecure from Puniſhment, ard hope 
for Rewards in this World, for their zealous Diſcharge of 
their Horrid Miſſion, 
And tho I hope none, who hear me this Day, are con- 
cern'd in the direct Practice, yet J am afraid too many are 
Partakers of the Sin, by liſtening to ſuch Diſcowſes, or 
reading ſuch Books with Pleaſure, or Indifference, or at 
all, without Abhorrence! And it is well, if an habuual 
Courſe of careleſs, or wicked Living, and from thence a 
fearful looking for of Judgment, according to the Princi- 
ples of Religion, do not incline a great many to wilh, 
even what they cannot bring themſelyes to believe to be, 
—_ by 
Nothing but a general Corruption in Manners, a _ 
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table Diſregard for, or Indiflcrence to our Holy Religion, 
could give Wretches Audaciouſreſs, and Impudence enough, 
tu belch forth ſuch Impieties, deal about ſuch poyſonous Prin- 
＋ avow ſuch h--111d Tenets; and fo dare the Juſtice 

the Laws, and the Zeal and Power of our Governours in 
Church and State. | 

It the Number, and Grandeur of their Abettors, join d 
with the \ furance th<y have, that a great many more, who 
lead profil gate, looſe, or careleſs Lives; who, tho? not ar- 
riv'd to the Puch of believing what they write, wiſh well 
for their own Intereſt ro the Cauſe, and would be glad to find 
it prov'd true (which is a large Stride towards believing it) 
that encourages ſuch Unchriftian Practices, as no Kingdom 
under Heaven profeting the Name of Chriſt, except this, 
ever ſuſſer d to go unnoticed, or unpuniſhed. * 
For the Credit, and everlaſting Honour of the Church and 
Parliament of the N ighbouring Iſland, and with a truly 
Chriſtian Sorrow and Concern for this, be it remember d, 
and ſpoken, Monſters of this Sort, who could not live there, 
Jut were proſecuted and driven from thence, find Shelter 
One, who by a malicious and cunning piece of Sophiſtry, 
etended to evince, that it was only want of true, and lroe- 
; Faith, which ſubjected Men to Death; (Aſgii) and therc- 
by ſlyly attempted to expoſe, both the firf, and ſecond Cox 
wenent ; and in ſhort, all Revealed Religion; fince Immor- 
tality of the Body was not the Reſult of Man's Reconciliati- 
on to God through Chrilt, (which he endeavour'd to ſhew, 
ought to have been its conſequence from ſeveral Texts of 
Holy Scripture, that he pur falſe gloſſes on, and miſerably 
perverted) found Abhorrence from the Body of the Nation, 
Aſſembled in Parliament there, and was expelled the Howſe of 


| Commons, as a Brand upon him for the Practice. 


Another, who had his Book Burn d there, by the Hands 
of the Common Hangman, and was himſelf order'd by the 
Parliament to be taken into Cuſtody for the Hereſies, and 
R/a/pbemies in it, Lives here, not only openly and unpu- 
viſhd, but in great Eſleem with'roq many Men even of Fi- 


( 10) | 

gure, and is, {if rhe Expretiicn be not below the Dignity 
of the Plice | {peak from) the Car's Foot of the Party ; (To- 

land.) thu? | am lrry his Paws hive not yer felt the Fire; 
| Revives and Publiſhes aheſh, the molt R. public an, Antimo- 
warchical. An iel tran Treatiſes, he can tummage up out of 
m. IC Miyizines of Sed:tror, and R-vellion, Fanaticiſm and 
Hyp-c-ifie, winch brought the pur ett Church in the Chrilti- 
an Wor.d to Deflation, overturn'd the happieſt Conſtuution 
of Government, and brought aur Queen's moſt Pious and 
moſt Gru Granciurher, our never to be forgotten Mar- 
rd Mnirc, to te Scaffold, and Block in 48, undermt- 
ning our Laws, and Religion wmiblickly, and Poiſoning the 
Nation in tler Principle, of Chriftianuy, and Loyalty. 

A | hird, opunty Proſecuted and Convicted there, for 
Writing g nt ihe Diumity of the Holy Jeſas, God Bleſſed 
for ever, ( Emin.) has publickly fet up, and preaches in this 
Cuy to an Aﬀ/-nibly or Vizering of Perſons of the fame Hor- 
rid Principle: Notwithſtanding, what Men call the Telera- 
tion At, Prohibits all Perſons to preach or teach, who ſhall 
not ackndwledge, and profeſs their firm belief ot the Divi- 
nity of our Saviour, and the Doctrine of the Trinity. I lay, 
what Men call the Teleration Act; Becauſe there is not one 
Word of Toleration in that Statute, tho? we are ſenſible of 
its Eff. As, and Conſequences to that purpoſe : Thar Act 
takes away ſome Penalties inflit:d by former Act, on Diſ- 
fenters ;, but not in the leaſt Repeals, or Weakens one Tittle 
of the AF of Uriſormity, which God be praiſed is Tet in 
Force. S2 that if ever there was ſuch a S n as Sc hiſi in the 
World; and any particular Perſons, or Bodies of Men, were 
guilty of it in this Church before the Patling of that Law; 
the y are in the ſame Condition till, if they continue the Se- 
paration. | FR 

For the ob aining a Human Law, to take off the Penal- 
tics impoſed by Laws of the fame Nature, on Actions con- 
trary, not only to the Laws of God, but to other Laws of 
the Lind yet UnrepeaPd, tho? without Penalties, can't be 
imagin'd to make that no Sin, which is ſtill a Diſobedience 
to the Lowe of the Nation, and which God has declar'd te 
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- 2 moſt heinous one, and denounc'd Judgments and Pu 
| gn againſt, 
As for Inſtance, tho? Men ſhould be fo Mad as to take off 
all che Penalties and Puniſhments in the Law againſt Mur- 
; nay, ſhould tbey go farther, and Repeal all Laws 4. 
gaiaſt it; would Murder from thence-furward ceaſe to be 
: 8 San ? 
Thus, tho? that Law has diſcharg'd the Members of this 
Nona Church from the Penalties, which former Laws, 
ith great Reaſon and great Piety, had laid upon Perſons, 
h, ſhoulu Echilmatically Separate themſelves from, and 
break he Unity of this Church; a Church we know t 
an Communicate with upon ſome Occaſions, to get into Pla- 
es of Profit, (bur that may be to ſpall the Egyptians) or 
Truſt, bur chat may be to overthrow the Tables they Kneel 
) Gd knows their Hearts; for Men cannot reconcile, or 
unriddle their P.ectices: I fay, though fuch Men are diſ- 
ch irg d from ali Penalties, and have Liberty given taem by 
a NW Law, to di vide from the National Eftab:iſh'd Church 
with Imponity, they ſtand however guilty of the Schiſzz ſtill 
before God, and liable to the Divine Vengeance for their Diſ- 
nee to his Laws, and the poſuive Laws of the Land. 
| have taken leave to go a little out of the way, to make. 

this Oſcrvation ; becauſe, generally ſpeaking, People fan- 
cy the Guult, and Danger of Schijin, is taken away by a Law 
that give. cher a Latitude of be ing of what Sect they pleaſe 
without Puniſhment; when God know:, as I have ſhown 
von, the Matter is quite otherwiſe ; a nothing more is 
dane by that Lizw ; but taking down the Fence, which the 
Wiſdom ard piety of former Laws had placed about the 
Sn: Thcugh l mnlt confeis, we fee every Day, Men de 
Juded by falie Conſeq::ences from it, out of the Boſum of the 
mot Pure and Ort bo dor Church in the Chriſtian World, b 
Pluple, who go no icnger, only frem Houſe to Houſe, bad 
ing C-ptive fil; Women, but publickly Preclaim they have 
of Ichrir In:9quzry Efad: A d by a Law, and themſelves upon & 
be Level that w:y with the National Churgh. 
nce But to return to the melancholy View of the miſerable and 
te Ilan guiſting Condition of Religion amongſt vn. 

be What darkens the Profpect, and makes the Scene more 


gloomy, and diſmal, is the Conſideration how far the In- 
ion is ſpread, and the Body of the Nation tainted, either 
with Libertine Principles, or the Guilt of them. 

For as there is Miſpriſion of Treaſon againſt a Sovereign, 
when Men are not Principle Actors; and Treachery and 
Cowardice in Subjects, who deſert the Defence of the Ho- 
nour, and juſt Rights of the Crown, when they are either 
undermin'd, or attack'd publickly by its Enemies, Highly 
Puniſhable in all thoſe, who ſhrink from their Duty, in ſuch 
trying Inſtances of their Fidelity, Loyalty, and Courage, and 
much more ſo in thoſe, who are more obliged to Warch- 
fulneſs, and Zeal by their High S:ations, and Commiſſions, 
whereby part of the Sovereign Power is delegated to them, 
to preſerve, and defend the whole : 


So without doubt, the Body of a Church, or Nation, 


where the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, the very Being of 
the Almighty, Hu Revealed and Publiſhed Will and Laws : 
His Charters of Grace and Mercy, Pardon, and Salvation, 
ſeabd ro us with the moſt precious Blood of his dearly Belo- 
ved Son, are publickly, and daily attack'd, affronted, and 
inſultingly trampled upon, every Chriſtian, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, from the King on the Throne, to the B-ggar 
on the Dunghil; from the Biſhop, rothe moſt inferior Officer 
in the Church, contracts a Guilt, by bearing, by enduring, 


or ſuffering the Practice, without attempting all in their Pow- 


ers in their ſeveral Stations, to repel, diſcourage, ſuppreſs, 
and ſeverely puniſh ſuch Blaſphemous Antichriſtian Actions, 
ſuch Treaſonable Poſitions, and Declarations agaiaſt the great 
King of Heaven and Earth. 
For certainly, the Evil that we do not, according to our 
utmoſt Abilicies, reſiſt and prevent, we are in a great Mea; 
ſure guilty of our ſelves. 1 
No pleading Prudentials will avail us at the Day of Judg- 
ment, when God comes to call us to an Acccunt for this 
trayterous Behaviour in his Cauſe ; no Dread of great Men, 
or their Parties; no Fear of leſſening our Worldly Intereſt, 
or ſpoiling our Preferment; no ſhame of being fingular, or 


reckon'd Preciſe, can be pleaded in Abatement, or Extenua- 
vin of ſuch Co Apoſtate O niffions of our known Duty. 
Remember the we have trom our Bleſſed Saviour, 


who ta ſuch Wretches will be a terrible Judge, that whoſce ver 


wwe by mpg oe dS Oh OY OBJ » % 5 we pm = =» Bg by "Þ the 


Oo" © = err hh 6 =, A 


Ms band to confeſs him before Men, ſhall be diſemned by him be» 
furs bis Father, which # im Heaven : dp qe fy 
Names who were left in this dying Church of Sad, who had 
not def d their Garments, ſhould walk with them in white, and 
that, becauſe they were worthy; and obſerve that the Spiri 
ſubjoins a Poſition, or Inſtruction for all Churches, which 
de in the ſame Circumſtances; Thar he,who overcome: (which 
implies ſtruggle, and conteſt in God's Cauſe) the ſame ſhall be 
clothed in White Raiment, and bave his Name, not blatted out of 
the Book of Life, bue comfeſi d by our Bleſſed Saviour before bu Fe- 
ther, and bu Angels; which plainly implies, that choſe who 
are not watt hf; who do not endeavour to hen the 
_ —— — who do not ſtrive, 
and ſtruggle heartily, honeſtly, and bravely in their ſeveral 
Stations againſt the encroaching Powers of Darkneſs, ſball baue 
W their Names blotted out of the Book of Life, and be diſo vn d at 
de laſt Day by ebe Holy Feſus, before bu Father and bis Angels. 
A weighty and tremendous Conſiderat ion! But alas! Who 
conſiders and lays theſe things to Heart ! How many of our 
Angels, and Watchmen, who are particularly ſet apart, and 
commiffion'd by God and the Conſtitution, to watch and 
ward againſt ſuch Practices, are aſleep? How many Shep- 
herds are drowhie and indifferent? How many Perſons, who 
— 7 n „r 
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t of Worldly Intereſt, ſeiz d with Cowardice and Shiver- 
ing, ot faſhionable Agues by ſome Damps, which have fab 


late, and for want of a Sunny Bank to bask on ? 
And on the other Hand, how are thoſe, who have Senſe 
enough of their Duty, bravely and honeſtly to give the 
Alarm, to ſet themſelves giouſly againſt ſuch Men, and 
ſuch Practices, in the midſt of an evil and adulterous Genera- 
tian, who ſet not their Hearts aright, and whoſe Spirits are very 
far from cleaving ftedfaſth to God: How, I fay, are theſe Men 
reproach d, reviPd, and inſulted, not only by the vile Scri- 
blers and Pamphleteers againſt God, his Church, and his 
Priefts; bur diſcount d, and Brow-beaten by Men of 
Figure; (not to ſay more) branded with odious Names and 
Chara dreſs'd up like Mad-men, and expos d to the Fu- 
of the unthinking Populace ? Who won't be, or at leaſt 
Adem are, at the pains to conſider, that they are not the in- 
conſiderable Perſons, but the High Offices of ſuch Mer, 
which are expos'd, and ſtruck at by them, not the Man, 
but the Function; not the frail Earthen Veſſel, but the Hea- 


venly Treaſure in it; not the Doctor or Vicar, but the En- 
voy and Ambaffador from the Great Ring of Hcven, with 
whom ſuch Mien are at Enmity, and uh Or. es and Ordi- 
nances, and Miniſters they deſpiſe and viiihe. _ 1 
Here then, my Beethren, is rhe Source t the General 
Wickedneſs, Lewdnefs, and lmpiety ot the Nu in; Hee ts 
the Maſs of Guilt, which firs heavy upon this Cherch, und 
| Kingdom; and which will, nay, u hich mult ſi k them Duth 
| into Ruin and Deſolation; It every one of us, for one, dcs 
not leſſen the Load by withdrawing by a Tie Repen- 
rance and Reformation what cither by his Practice, ur Con- 

nivance, or Indiffcrenc!, he has contributed to the Hea.', 
Don't let us fooliſhly imavine, becauſe God is pk as'd to 
give us Glorious Succ ſſes againſt our Enemies Abroad; and 
to bleſs us with a Pious Queen ar Hume, ( whole precious 
Life, God, in his Mercy to theſe Churches and Nati ne, long 
preſerve) that therefore he is at Pace with us; whilſt thus 
tbe whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart is faint : and tho? 
the Queen, Lords, ind Commons reſolve over and over again, 
that the Church is in no Dunger, under Her Map ſties Admi- 
niſtration, that the efore we are ſafe and ſecure in dur Ii pie- 
ties, and Abominations, againſt che Avenging Hard of Hea- 
ven; ſuch Thoughts are to fonaliſh to enter into the Heart 
of any Thinking Perm. Theſe great Favours may be the 
laſt Efforts, and Overtures of Mercy to us, and if we go on 
ro abuſe them, God can in an la{lant viſit us with as great 
Judgments; for as we have found his Arm not fo ſhorived, 
rhat he could not fave; ſo we may be ſure his Hand is not 
fo weakcned, that he ca not puniſh: And there is the m re 
reaſon to fear, fince neither the fight of the Rod, which he eq 
ſhook over us for a while; nor the many Blethi:ge, and Fa- 
vours he has from time to time ſhowred down upon us; nor Wh 
the miraculous Intcrpofitions of his Providence, which he has 
ſhewed in our Reſcue, n Pꝛeſervat ion, have prevailed upon 
us, to make him ſuitable. Returns of Duty and Service, That 
* 


in his Juſt Wrath he may give us up to a State of Security and 
HFlardneſs of Heart, as he did Pho, whom for this very 
purpoſe he raifcd up, that he may after ſhew his Power and 
Juſtice in his Deſtruction, Come upon us as 4 Thief in the Night, 
as He threatned the Church of Sardis; and it may be a great 
part of our Miſery, and Puniſhment as it was of theirs, that 
we ſhall not know the Hour in which he will come upon us. | 
And let us not vainly ima: ine, and falſly Judge from the 
Crowds of People in our Churches, on the more Solemn Days 
of Worſhip, (tor God knows we have few enough at other 
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times) that there is a mighty Multitude, who are better dif- 
and free from the general Taint. | 
For alas! If we ſeriouſly con'ider, and obferve that the 
Churches in this City. and Suburbs can't contain the T wens 
tieth Part of the Inhabitants; that a great many of thoſe, who 
do help to fill them, are Men very Indiffcrent to all Religi- 
* oy we n e e 
on, at the beſt of Latitudina ian's Principles; who come 
aſhion fake, and our of civil Di ference to the Religion of 
the Country, without having any Concern for, or Re gard to 
iſtianity in their Hearts; others to Qualify themſelves 
for Employments, and to herd amongſt thoſe, who are to 
the Offices of Truſt and Profit in the State; and Laſt- 
ly, a your many to Watch, and Spy, and lie upon the 
bach for the Slips, or Indiſcretions ot the Preacher, or ro 
ake them for him, with Refolutions Maliciouſly to turn, 
mprove, and report, every thing to the Diſſervice of our Ho- 
y Religion, and to furniſh the hired paltry Scriblers of the Par- 
y with Dirt to throw at us and our Holy Profeflu.n, as fc 
u We come out of the Pulpir and Chur h, (Wretchis of this 
vrt are to be met with every Day) who bear the Port, and 
ake the Appearance of Gentlemen; who pretend ro br of our Church 
nd Communion ; who either ro {ct up for Men of fingular Thought, or 
ncommenn Underftincings, (for common Holincſs rhey don't pre rend ro) 
ay out themſelves and their little Talents to this low, vile, and villa nous 
Purpoſe; an Employm+nr, (for ſuch I fear it is) below a Man of any 
onour, or Honey, nor te ſay Chriflianity, and which ſhould be left 
ke other ſcandalovs Offices tor the Refuſe of Goals, and Sca pes from Gal- 
ws: lay, if theſe ſev ral forrs of People be Subſtracted from our Cor- 
regitions, what a ſmall > nmber ſhall we have left zealous for the Lord, 
o ſtand in the Gap againſt he Judgments, which the Practices of the 
ſt lowdly call tor from Heaven? | 
To conclude, we tor our parts can do no more than lay before you 
lainly and boneſtly, the Sin and Danger, and beg you ſeriouſly to lay 
dem to Heart, and in your ſcveral Stations, to be watchful, and flreng - 
ven the things which rem am. and ave ready to die; to remember what 
w have received, and herrd. 11d to hold faſt, and repent ; and thin 
r Iniquity will not be our Ruin 7 = , 
And as to the Clergy, wh" as they are moſt concern'd and oblig d to 
eſerve the Purity of Chriſt ay , among rhe Flocks committed to their 
harge, and to ſet themſ Ives bold af every evil way, I muſt con- 
{s lamar alofs, ro account tor the little or no notice taken of theſe Pra- 
ces, by thoſe of them who arc οο ge d mV (heir Order, and high Srations. 
the Church, to puniſh Mic kedueſi and ce, and to maintain God's true 
| Meligion and Vertue, againtt all Corruprers ann Oppulers, 
the- Sure there is at lcatt ſo mnch Power let in their Hands as to enable them 
| ow. declare againſt ſuch tenets, and practices, and to braud che Authors and 


| 
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Aftors of them with Ecclefiaſtical Ceofores ; and to warn theit Flocks 
the Sin and Danger of Canverting with them, and the Civil Power © 
putting them inro Places of Dignity and Truſt; and no doubt, Intereff 
enough in the Civil Adminiſtration to engage that by humble, yet affe- 
ionate and zcalous Remonſtrances, to interpoſe the Arm of the Ma- 
giltrace to reſcue, and preſerve the DoQrines and Orders, and O. 
nances of our Holy Religion, from the viſible, and Notorious Atte 
of ſach Men, to undermine and de lroy them. 

I am ſure the Spiritual Authority, might have been exereis d againf 
ſach Men and ſuch Prafices, even in a itate of Perſecution. And nc 
thing but a want of zeal ; or an immoderate Fear to offend or diſpleuſi 
great Men, who may be thought the Fautors, and Abetrors of ſuch De 
Arines and Practices, can cafily be imagin'd the Reaſon why Ker Majeſ 
the Parliament, the Judg:s, the Magiſtrates of the Land, are not zeal 
ouſly apply d to either by the Budy ot the Clergy in Convecation, or the 
Great Men in the Church, who have Her Majeſties Ear, r» pur a full 

and eſſectual ſtop to ſuch thriving, flagrane and fatal Mich.efs. 

This Reaſon will nor, be ſure, be ow::'d by any of us, much Ic v 
it be own'd, that ſo long as we can kcep o Digniries and Revenues, 
are to waic for a more ſcaſonable Opp irtunity to Oppole the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, and recover it from thoſe Diſorders which are ready ro ſc in 
ies very Vitals. ( Tho' perhaps, this may be ſome Fulks Confideration, 
But a conſcientious Clergyman vill rather truſt to the Providence ol 
God for his Bread, be an honeſt Door-keeper in the Houſe of tbe Lord, had 
ſneakingly, treacherouſly, and complyingly, dwed in State, m the 
Tents of Ungodlineſ; : God is able to defend, and preſerve his Church; 
but it is every good Chriſtian's Duty, to come to the help of the Lord 
gainfs the Mighty ; ar, with the Iahabitants of Mero, we ſball be cur 
vitterly, Let us then diſcharge our Duty, and good Conſciences in our 
veral Stations, and leave the Event to Almighty God, reſting aſſur d, t 
whatever it be in this World, as to our temporal Concerns and momentar 
Iatereſta, we ſhall have the Comfort ia the next, of having been fon 
_ faithful in an Generation ; and though Heavineſs may endure for 
Night, Foy will come in the Morning; the Tempeſt will blow over, or ve 
ſhall it, and ſhine li le Stars in the Firmament with our God 
inn ( To conclude all; ſince cur heartieſt Endeavours, vi hour the 
Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, will be vain and ineffectual: Let us, Clergy 
and Laity unanimouſly join in Prayer to Almighty God for the Preſerva 
tion of his Church; in her Collect for the 16:h $ after Trinity. 

O Lord, webeſcech thee, let thy continual pity cleanſe and defend ti 
Church ; andbecauſe it cannot continue in Safety without thy Succour, pre 
ſerve it evermore by thy Help and Goodneſs through Feſws Chriſt our Lord 

To whom with Thee and the Spirit, three Perſons and one God 
be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and D- 
Amen. 
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